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Environment & Assets Committee 

 

Date:     14 July 2026 
 
Title:     Town Hall 
 
Contact Officer:  Andrea Oughton, Operations Manager 
 
 
 
Action Required 
 
1. To receive an update on completed and future maintenance work. 
 
 
Update 
 
2. Upper Chamber:  replacement heaters – given the extremely hot weather in recent weeks 

alternative equipment that can both heat and cool the chamber is to be explored along 
with but not limited to heat reflective blinds, improved secondary glazing. 
 

3. Basement – Radon: Following tests carried out a few years ago, it was found that there is 
Radon in the basement of the Town Hall. In line with legislation the basement has been 
regularly tested to check the levels and a risk assessment in place which sets out the 
ongoing review of levels and control measures. 
 
The latest test has shown an increase in the levels recorded; we are now reviewing how 
to further improve control measures with the aim of reducing the levels.  Including an 
upgrade to the existing extraction system and consulting a Radon specialist. 

 
4. External decoration:  work to repair windows and decorate the exterior of the building is 

expected to commence during July / August.  As there will shortly be scaffolding placed 
around the entire building for the first time in about 20 years, there is a potential 
opportunity to remove orphaned cables, fixtures and fittings. 
 

5. External gutters:  The Maintenance team used a cherry picker to gain access to enable 
them to safely inspect and unblock guttering and downpipes on the east side of the town 
hall. 

 
6. Digital Infrastructure – Full Council agreed on 23 June 2026 in principle to grant consent 

for the installation of digital infrastructure both internally and externally at the Town Hall 
subject to all necessary permissions.  Conversations between the company and Town 
Council Officers continue and an application for Listed Building Consent is expected to be 
submitted to the planning authority shortly. 

 
Oxfordshire County Council Officers have offered to share draft wayleave templates and 
the County Council Estates Legal Team to assist in drafting an agreement. 
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7. Asbestos:  To note a reinspection survey of the Town Hall and Maintenance Depot took 

place on 10 March 2026.  No changes in condition were observed (reports attached). 
 
8. One of two annual visits to service the automatic door at the entrance to the Information 

Centre has taken place.  
 

9. Permission was given for Shop Watch to install an aerial in the clock turret to allow the 
scheme to continue to provide a valuable link between retailers and Thames Valley 
Police. 

 
 

 
Action: 
 
To note the report 
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