Cuttle Brook Nature Reserve Site Visit July 2026

The site visit began by the main entrance off Southern Road Recreation Ground (SRRG) at the
existing sign board which will be replaced in due course. The ‘official’ paths through the
meadows were clearly marked on the map but there is a problem with new paths being mown by
members of the public.

It was explained to the group that the Town Meadow showed signs of ridge and furrow agriculture
and the trees between it and SSRG were planted back in the 1970s although many are non-native
species which would not be preferred planting today.

The group moved to the old Tip Site ash trees here are still largely unaffected by ash die-back.
This may be an advantageous side-effect of the toxins in the soil. From the Tip Site the sedge and
reed beds are visible which are good for a number of the warbler family. The water flowing though
the reeds which includes run-off from drains is cleaned of pollutants before it drains into the
Cuttle Brook.

The board walk along the side of the reed beds has been repaired but will need total replacement
in the not-too distant future. There is an option to use recycled plastic boards which should last
25-30 years.

The group crossed the main path to the north of the Brook which will be resurfaced to allow better
access for those less mobile using S106 funds.

The new scrape to the south of Watkins Bridge is now dry but the wetter soil has allowed 30-40
new species to colonise the area in only 15 months. The Nontron Meadow scrape has 57 new
species in it. The new hedging around the scrape is doing well and there is broom rape present
which will encourage a better mix of flowers and grasses.

Handrails to Watkins Bridge need replacing. It was noted that original construction of Watkins
Bridge took over 800 volunteer hours.

18 tonnes of gravel was delivered to the Brook near Cox’s wood and put into a deep silt hole to
improve the flow and retention of silt in the water. This will encourage invertebrates and fish
spawning. This work was carried out in conjunction with advice from River Thame Conservation
Trust and the Environment Agency.

It was noted that the camera trap by the scrape has been vandalised.

Further up stream the group looked at the flow detectors (a lens shape of woody material) which
have been installed which should also help with silt management and water flow.

The trees in Cox’s wood, despite only being planted about 30 years ago look amazingly mature.
1100 were planted and the wood is an excellent habitat for birds.

Mowing of the meadow and the bramble thicket near the edge of the wood by members of the
public continues to be monitored.

Back along the Cuttle Brook a bad area of dog erosion was examined. Cuttle Brook Committee
Volunteers may need to take action to stop it worsening.

It was noted the pond was very low but the cause was not obvious.

The site visit ended at 10.00am



