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Environment & Assets Committee 

 

Report Title:   Cuttle Brook Nature Reserve  
 

Meeting Date:  14 July 2026 
 
Contact Officer:  Becky Reid, Environmental Project Officer  
 
 

Purpose of the Report 
 

1.1 To update the Committee on action taken within Cuttle Brook Nature Reserve since last report. 
  

Action taken in Cuttle Brook Local Nature Reserve since last report 
 

1.1. Since last meeting a funding application was submitted for Section 106 funds toward new 
signage, a new map and a scoping project to explore whether it might be possible to expand the 
nature reserve south towards Moreton. This was successful and work is now underway to 
implement the project. The signage and map will be slightly delayed as they will be influenced 
by a Public Art project that is also planned for the Nature Reserve. This project also requires a 
funding application to Section 106 which is currently being compiled. 

 
 

1.2. In May 2026 volunteers, working under the guidance of experts from the River Thame 
Conservation Trust, implemented the next phase of licensed river 
improvements project at Cuttle Brook Nature Reserve, taking 
advantage of the low river flows to fill a sediment sink identified 
during a survey carried out in 2023/24. Approximately 18 tonnes 
of gravel were placed over a 15 m section of the riverbed to 
restore the bed gradient, improve flow, reduce the accumulation 
of fine sediment, and enhance habitat for aquatic invertebrates 
and spawning fish. 
 
The gravel was delivered to the newly fenced meadow above 
Watkins’ Bridge, with no significant disruption to public access 
across the reserve. This work formed part of the ongoing multi-
year river restoration programme, which has also included the 
removal of a redundant weir, the creation of wetland scrapes, and 
the installation of natural habitat features.   

 
 

1.3. Annual Hay Cut is due to take place in the next couple of weeks. 
 

Action Needed 

1.4. To note the report 
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