Agenda Item: 12

Environment & Assets Committee

Report Title: Green & Open Spaces and Play Areas
Meeting Date: 14 July 2026
Contact Officer: Becky Reid, Environmental Project Officer

Andrea Oughton, Operations Manager

1. Purpose of the report

1.1. To update the Committee about any green areas and parks managed (not necessarily owned) by
Thame Town Council. Including:

1.1.1.

1.1.2.

2. Parks and

Upkeep and improvement to parks and play areas.

Increasing biodiversity within Thame’s Green & Open spaces, including verges and all
other green areas across the town. Not including Cuttle Brook Nature Reserve which is
reported separately.

Play areas:

2.1. No updates: Pearce Way, Churchill Crescent, EIms Park, Thame Skate Park, Pickenfield

2.2. Southern Road Recreation Ground:

2.2.1.

A four lane 400m running track was line marked on 10 April 2026 with remarking
scheduled for every three weeks (dependent on weather and growth) until the ground is
too soft. A successful application to the District Council’s ‘Everyone Active’ grant
resulted in receipt of £2k towards maintenance of the track.

2.2.2. A newly established youth athletics club is hiring the track on a weekly basis.
2.2.3. A track, within the 400m track has been marked out for St Joseph’s School sports day.
2.2.4. Acts of vandalism have occurred on separate occasions: damage to one of the entrance

gates to the toddler play area, picking out large quantities of wet pour in the main play
area. The Maintenance Team continue to pick up smashed bottles from on an under
pieces of play area and the shelter.

3. Green spaces
3.1. No updates: Lenthall Green, The Moats, The Triangle (adjacent to Skate Park), North Street,
Table Top (Hamilton Road), Youens Drive.

3.2. Memorial Gardens:

3.2.1. 21st Century Thame has successfully delivered a project that worked with a
local group that supports people with visual impairment to design and plant one of the
flowerbeds in our Memorial Gardens, next to the fountain.
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3.2.2. Summer bedding has been planted in the two beds either side
of the war memorial and in the raised beds raised beds in front
of the memorial.

3.3. Verges
3.3.1. Volunteers who monitor the verges carried out some monitoring

and have fed back that they do not think this activity is worth
continuing at this stage. A meeting still needed to be arranged to talk
through next steps in this project.

4. Tree Planting
4.1. 4.1 This year there is no plans to deliver any large tree planting schemes. This is largely due to
the amount of maintenance that has been needed to sustain the trees in the two years
following initial planting. This has been as a result of the unprecedented droughts that we have
faced this year that could not be anticipated.

4.2. Going forward we will be seeking to identify locations where only 1 or 2 larger trees can be
planted, and will only plant them if there is a resident close by who suggests it, helps with local
consultation and then is willing to water them. in dry spells if needed. We will be seeking
funding to cover the costs of this project that includes water butts for residents who participate,
so that they can use these to water the trees as needed.

4.3 Several trees planted on the wilding area at Howland Road were vandalised in April. The
incident was report to police via 101 and an appeal for witnesses published in the newsletter
and social media.

5. Watering support needed.
5.1 Due to the hot and dry spells we have already had this year, tree watering for trees younger than 2
years old has already been taking place. This is being done by a very small group of volunteers who are
in need of support. If you could commit to supporting them by meeting for 1 hour a week in the evenings
during dry spells only, and at a location close to you, this would be really helpful. Locations requiring
support are:

e Elms Park

e QEC/ Skate Park/ Triangle

e Lenthall Green

¢ North Street

6. Action required:

i) To note the report.
ii)  To confirm if you are able to support with watering trees on a one-off or ongoing basis.
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