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 July 2026 

Maintenance Report 
 

Grass Cutting 
The Maintenance Team are now fully dedicated to regular grass cutting.  As at this time last year, 
the very hot dry conditions have slowed growth.  Areas identified to cultivate greener / wildflower 
meadow areas continue to be managed with a late cut planned for late August / September.   
 
Litter Picking 
Litter picking of all the main recreation grounds, memorial gardens and play areas is now being 
undertaken seven days a week with weekend work being done on a rota basis by the Maintenance 
Team. 
 
Cuttle Brook Local Nature Reserve 
Within the nature reserve ditches and the Brook continue to be checked and cleared of debris 
following any flood alerts issued by the Environment Agency. 
 
The Maintenance Team removed a camp from the reserve and cleared 
broken glass from a smashed television screen (near steps to the Phoenix 
Trail).  Cuttle Brook Volunteer Committee reported that a fire had 
damaged redwood trees within the reserve.  All incidents have been 
reported to Thames Valley Police.  
 
The Maintenance Team cut back branches and vegetation from a 
residential boundary adjacent to the nature reserve. 
 
A tree surgeon was called out at short notice to remove a large willow tree 
limb overhanging Spring Path. 
 
The annual grant of £2,000 is due to be paid to Cuttle Brook Conservation Volunteers (CBCV).  
The meadow areas are programmed to be cut for hay by a specialist contractor, slightly earlier 
this year due to the extreme hot / dry weather and to aid the introduction of aftermath grazing in 
Rycote and Nontron meadows. 
 
Ham Wood 
Several trees have been vandalised, this has been reported to the 
police via 101.  The Maintenance Team have removed a camp.  
Planned tree maintenance work will be undertaken in late September 
/ early October the extent of work will be covered under the current 
Town Council forestry licence.   
 
 
Summer Bedding 
46 hanging baskets have been planted and reinstalled in the Town 
Centre. Millennium Circle, Elms Park, the entrance planters and two beds and raised beds in front 
and to the side of the war memorial have been planted. Watering is undertaken by the 
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Maintenance Team early morning and at regular intervals dependant on weather conditions.   21st 
Century Thame with the support of volunteers have designed and planted a sensory bed. 
 

 
Southern Road Recreation Ground (SRRG) 
The cesspit serving the Scout building is scheduled to be emptied and three 
road gullies cleared within the access road and car park at the end of July. 
 
Following its success last year and further funding from South Oxfordshire 
District Council, Park Yoga continues in the park every Sunday morning 
during the summer. 
 
Offensive graffiti has been removed from a piece of play equipment in the 
toddler play area. 

 
 
Play Areas & Skate Park 
All play area surfaces within the six play areas have been jet washed. 
 
Monthly inspections of play area equipment in all areas are undertaken by 
the Maintenance Team.  The inspections highlight maintenance tasks that 
need to be completed to keep the equipment operational and safe.   
 
Elms Park 
The running track was marked out for John Hampden’s School sport’s day. 
One of the posts supporting the balance beam in the play area is showing signs of splitting.  This 
has been reported to the play equipment manufacturer who will replace it under warranty. 
 
Queen Elizabeth Circle 
Maintenance work to replace some rotting timber steps to the slide in the toddler area has taken 
place.  The seat to the aerial runway has been removed following vandalism.  This has been 
reported to Thames Valley Police via 101.  A new seat has been ordered and will be fitted as soon 
as it arrives. 
 
Memorial Gardens 
The Maintenance Team carried out refurbishment work to the two ponds.  Approximately 50 fish 
were caught and kept safe in holding containers during the works.  The ponds were drained and 
silt removed.  Pumps and fountains refurbished, pond lilies divided and replanted, ponds refilled 
and fish returned. 
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St Mary’s Church 
The Maintenance Team continue to cut the grass on a regular basis in line with the specification 
for maintenance of the churchyard.  This year St Mary’s Wilding Committee asked that strimming 
and mowing did not take place during May.  This meant the first cut in June took a little longer.  
Hedges were cut during the winter. 
 
Tree Works 

• Nature Reserve – 2 x dead alder trees felled.  A dead Willow tree located close to a well-
used footpath within the Reserve was felled. 

• Elms Park – 2 x Field Maples – work to reduce the crown and branches taken back from 
the boundary.  Permission from the District Tree Officer was given before the work was 
undertaken as the park falls within the conservation area. 

• Maintenance Team removed a low hanging branch from a tree on verge near the entrance 
to the cricket club on the Aylesbury Road. 

 
Event Support 
The Maintenance Team provided assistance with operations / equipment for the following events:  
 

• Tuesday market – and the Mayor’s monthly stall 

• Mayor’s Charity Ball 

• Spring market – 7-9 March 

• Music in The Park 
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• Taste of Thame 

• Thame Pride 

• Sportive  

• Park(ing) Day 

• Rotary tool collection 
 
 

Health & Safety 
All fire extinguishers within the Council’s buildings and vehicles have been serviced. 
 
The Maintenance Team completed PAT testing on electrical equipment at the Town Hall and 
Depot in line with the testing schedule. 
 
Asbestos Reinspection Survey took place on 10th March – the report notes no changes in 
condition were observed (Report attached). 
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