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Thame Fire Station proposal to keep second fire engine

Following a public consultation that asked communities to help shape how Oxfordshire Fire
and Rescue Service operates, no fire station closures are now being recommended.

Cabinet will be asked to agree to withdrawing the proposal presented in the public
consultation to remove the second fire engine at Thame fire station. This was put forward
based on low availability of crews and because the vehicle had been attending less than 20
incidents a year.

This will allow time to consider consultation feedback alongside similar proposals recently

consulted on by Buckinghamshire Fire and Rescue Service, particularly given the proximity of
Thame and Haddenham fire stations.

Government lifts SEND improvement notice for Oxfordshire

Oxfordshire County Council has received news that the government has lifted the
improvement notice for services for children and young people with special educational
needs and disabilities (SEND) issued following a local area partnership inspection by Ofsted
and the Care Quality Commission in 2023.

On Wednesday 15 April 2026, Oxfordshire County Council and NHS Thames Valley
Integrated Care Board (NHS Thames Valley) received a letter from The Rt Hon Bridget
Phillipson MP, Secretary of State for Education, recognising ongoing improvements in
services for Oxfordshire’s SEND children.

The secretary of state noted that Oxfordshire’s local area partnership (LAP) has strengthened
how the views of children and young people with SEND, as well as parents and carers, are
gathered and used in strategic planning.

There have been improvements in communication and information sharing across the
partnership, including monitoring the impact of the partnership’s actions and enhanced
timeliness of education and health care plans (EHCPs).

Significant progress in jointly commissioning services and reducing waiting times for critical
support, was also acknowledged by the secretary of state in her letter.




Councillor Priority Fund

The Councillor Priority Fund for 2025-27 is now open. Applicants will need to create an
account to submit their grant application form.

Each county councillor has £10,000 to support local community projects in their divisions.
More details here

Upcoming meetings

There are a few public meetings scheduled over the next few weeks. Please check the

meetings calendar for the full list.

**********************GRANTS AND COST OF LIVING'k'k'k'k'k'k'k******************

Hardship fund: OCC's hardship fund (Resident Support Scheme) was launched in June.
Phone: 01865 804171

Home Upgrade Grants: OCC & its partner AgilityEco is reaching out directly to households
who will qualify to benefit from Home Upgrade Grants (to improve energy efficiency for 'off-
grid’ homes)

Community Capacity Grants: The Community Capacity Fund will open for grant
applications from 6th September. Grants of between £5.000 and £20.000 are funded by OCC
and applications processed by Oxfordshire Community Foundation. Grants are given to
projects that “support people to live well in their community, remaining fit and healthy for as
long as possible”

The Councillor Priority Fund has reopened — please see above.


https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/communities/councillor-priority-fund
https://mycouncil.oxfordshire.gov.uk/mgCalendarMonthView.aspx?GL=1&bcr=1
https://mycouncil.oxfordshire.gov.uk/mgCalendarMonthView.aspx?GL=1&bcr=1

