Agenda Item: 8

Environment & Assets Committee

Date: 3 March 2026

Title:

Public Art Working Group

Contact Officer: Becky Reid, Environmental Project Officer

Purpose of the Report

1.

To receive a proposal from the Public Art Working Group (PAWG) for two new public
art projects in Thame, that will be financed by Section 106 funding allocated and
restricted to Public Art.

To agree that this proposal be presented to Full Council at the meeting on 31 March
2026 requesting official approval needed to apply for and draw down the funding.

Background

3.

At the Environment & Assets Committee on 15 July 2025 the new Terms of Reference
for the PAWG were agreed along with an updated Public Art Strategy. Three new
Public Art Projects were outlined with details that the PAWG would move ahead to
scope these projects and identify the relevant Section 106 funds that could be used to
achieve them.

At the Environment & Assets Committee on 25 November 2025 the PAWG outlined
two projects they had decided to move forward with and gave details about the initial
steps that had been taken to engage local artists in these projects.

Change in Scope

5.

8.

8.

As the project proposals were further developed it became clear that the work proposed
for Cuttle Brook Nature Reserve would result in too many individual pieces of 2D art,
and that to try to incorporate all of these into a Map that was also created by an artist
could prove too disjointed, especially when inviting several artists to take place.

The PAWG agreed to change the map design to a piece of graphic design that would
showcase the other artwork, rather than a piece of art in itself.

The PAWG also agreed to remove the proposed ‘additional images’ to be included in
the leaflet, to simplify the project further.

This means the final outcomes of the two Public Art projects are as follows:

1.Elms Park
8.1.1. Four benches to be made in partnership with the four schools in Thame, to be
made from the wood from the oak trees recently felled in the park.
8.1.2. A standalone sculpture/series of sculptures that could be within the park or
spread outside of the park. This could use oak but could also be made from
an alternative material or combination of materials.

2.Cuttle Brook Local Nature Reserve:
8.2.1. Seven information signs with creative etching circles and designed post
toppers.
8.2.2. 11 entrance signs
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8.2.3.

8.2.4.
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A main entrance marker made from the Oak from Elms Park, but open to other
materials being included.

The creation of a new 2D map and additional images for use on the notice
boards and within an updated leaflet for the reserve.

Action taken by PAWG since last report.

9. Since the meeting, in November 2025, the following action has been taken to recruit
local artists to the project:

9.1.1.

9.1.2.

9.1.3.

9.14.

Another meeting was held for local artists interested in being part of these
projects. These presented the ideas and allowed times for questions about
what would be involved.

An online portal was opened that repeated the information from the meetings,
and provided an application form for artists to express what elements of the
public art they want to participate in. In total nine artists completed the
application form provided.

Three of these applicants were then removed from the running due to proximity
to Thame (too far away), loss of contact, and expression from one applicant
that they only wanted to play a role in consultation activities as a volunteer.
The six artists left in the running were asked to provide examples of their
work.

10. A meeting was held by Abigail Brown (South and Vale Arts Officer) and Becky Reid
(Thame Town Council Environmental Project Officer) to review the remaining artists and
explore how the work we are planning to implement could be divided amongst them. A
proposal was drawn together that included inviting five of the six artists to be part of the
project. One artist was not invited to be part of the work due to a lack of experience of
working with wood as a medium — crucial to the pieces of public art they were interested
in being part of.

11. This proposal was presented to the Public Art Working Group at a meeting on Thursday
12 February where it was unanimously agreed by those in attendance.

Next Steps

12. The five shortlisted artists are currently being invited to submit quotes to be involved in
the elements of work they want to be involved in. These quotes will be used to create
and submit a Section 106 funding application to achieve the outcomes.

13. The following budget has been agreed by the PAWG as realistic for this project following
advice from Abigail Brown (South and Vale Arts Officer), which is based on her vast
experience in this area.

Cuttle Brook Nature Reserve

Fabrication £15,316.00

Design of brass rubbings £300 per image, 7 £2,100.00

. images

7 x Information boards Fabrication of brass rubbings £2,975.00

Design of Post topper £300 per image £2,100.00

Fabrication of post topper £2,975.00

11x smaller entrance Design work for etching 3 designs £300 each | £900.00

bollards Fabrication & installation £12,400.00

1 x Main entrance markers | Design, fabrication, installation Oak supplied £5,000.00

Elms Park
Design Fabrication & installation of | £5000 per bench. £20,000.00
Benches 4x benches Oak provided
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4x workshops with 4 schools to £250 per workshop £1,000.00
create the designs

Standalone piece of Design Fabrication and Installation £11,000.00
sculptural art
COSTS £75,766.00
10% contingency £7,576.60
TOTAL COSTS £83,342.60

Funding Drawdowns Required

14.To meet the ambition of completing the works outlined above, approval is sought to agree
the drawdown of the funding from the Section 106 pots outlined below, these being the
soonest to expire:

14.1. Elms Park total costs £35,200. To be covered by:

14.1.1. Drawdown 1: £10.844.01 from P14/S2176/FUL (15S32) - Land at The
Elms.

14.1.2. Drawdown 2: £21,103 from P14/S1619/0 (15S13) - Land East of
Thame Park Road

14.1.3. Drawdown 3: £3,252.99 P13/S2330/0 (14S17) - Land West of Thame
Park Road

TOTAL DRAWDOWN BEING REQUESTED: £35,200

14.2. Cuttle Brook Nature Reserve total costs: £48,142 (including 10% contingency).
To be covered by:
14.2.1. Drawdown 1: £2,356.15 P13/S2330/0 (14S17) - Land West of Thame
Park Road
14.2.2. Drawdown 2: £45,785.85 P17/S4441/0 (20S29) - Land north of Rycote
Lane near Thame

TOTAL DRAWDOWN BEING REQUESTED: £48,142
Legal Powers

Local Government Act 1972 s144

Local Government Act 1972 s145

Highways Act 1980 ss14, 116

Public Health Act 1875 s 164: Local Government Act 1972 sch 14 para 27
Localism Act 2011 s1 General Power of Competence

Recommendation:

1) To recommendation to the Full Council that they approve the application to South
Oxfordshire District Council to draw down Section 106 funds to achieve the Public
Art Outcomes above, to a value of up to £83,342. And to approve that where
required the council should approve the signing by two councillors and sealing in
the presence of the Town Clerk any legal agreements for the drawdown of this
funding.
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