Agenda Item: 7

Environment & Assets Committee

Report Title: Green Living Plan Update
Meeting Date: 3 March 2026
Contact Officer: Becky Reid, Environmental Project Officer

1. Purpose of the Report

1.1

To update the Committee on action taken against Thame’s Green Living Plan since last report
to Environment & Assets Committee and the plans for the next quarter.

2. Green Living Plan Working Group (GLPWG)

2.1.

2.2.

2.3.

2.4.

Following the last committee meeting the GLPWG met together on 27 February 2026. The
Environmental Project Officer (EPO) presented the actions outlined below for ratification by the
working group. The table below outlines the proposed ‘completion status’ for the actions
presented.

This meeting was not quorate, so the status of actions below are proposed only, and will move
forward to be ratified at the next GLPWG meeting.

The actions identified have all been incorporated into Thame’s Local Cycling and Walking
Infrastructure Plan (LCWIP), which was adopted by Oxfordshire County Council in October
2025. As such, the GLPWG agreed to mark them as ‘fully completed’ from the perspective of
the Green Living Plan. They recognised that although the actions themselves have not yet been
delivered, their inclusion in the adopted LCWIP meant that the responsibility for their
implementation has now been formally assigned, and was no longer the responsibility of the
GLPWG to progress.

However, it was further proposed that Thame Town Council’s Environmental Project Officer
would continue to monitor progress made by Oxfordshire County Council in delivering the
LCWIP and, where appropriate, will lobby for action and funding to ensure the LCWIP action is
progressed.

Actions

Completion status
Fully Complete,
completed | ongoing action

1.8: Establish principle of ‘prioritising pedestrians over cyclists, over buses, over X
private vehicles’ in the town.

1.8: Enhance cycling by dedicated or segregated cycle routes in key areas.

1.9 Improve cycling connections from all residential parts of Thame.

1.9: Follow up direct cycle routes from new estates.

1.10: Continue to press for construction of planned 'Greenway' between Haddenham
and Thame, (including a safe crossing of Tythrop Way.)

1.11: Develop a suitable dedicated and protected cycle route though the town centre
and beyond.

1.12: Lea Park - Identify and prioritise key walking routes into town and elsewhere.

1.12: Establish priorities and protocols between pedestrians, cyclists, and other users
on Phoenix Trail and other key routes.

1.13 To make those walking in and around town to feel safe and secure in doing so;
To have Thame town centre seen as a relaxed and healthy environment and a good

XXX X[ X([X|X|X

Report Author: Becky Reid, Environmental Project Officer Page 1



Agenda Item: 7

place in which to spend more quality time. Consider and consult on the following
options:

- a policy for ‘prioritising pedestrians over cyclists, over buses, over vehicles’ in the
town centre

- broader pavements (a green corridor) to and through the town centre town

- suitable road crossings at key points to ensure safe walking corridors

- level pavements/ surfaces to eliminate trip hazards (throughout and esp. on
access walkways through Lea Park)

- Survey and establish clear pavement and road markings to indicate pedestrian
priorities

- Develop road signage at key junctions warning drivers of the new priorities

- Consider suitable low-level lighting to encourage greater use of passageways etc.
- Review and replace as necessary over time pavement furniture acting as
obstacles to pedestrians or sight lines

- Where dual use, establish priorities and protocols between pedestrians, cyclists,
mobility scooters and other non-vehicle users.

- Ensure safe walking routes through redeveloped Cattle Market site

1.14: Haddenham and Thame 'Greenway' — continue to press for implementation of
planned route, including access to and through Thame / links to both town centres
and H&T train station, to include safe crossing of Tythrop Way.

3.4 Create safer, healthier and more pleasant conditions for walking/ cycling/ leisure
in and around town centre: Investigate the feasibility and support for following
options:

- Priority for those on foot or bike

- Segregated cycle lane

- Wider pavements

- More space for meeting and outdoor seating

3. Monitoring progress against the Green Living Plan

3.1 The tables below show overall progress against the plan, assuming the above actions are approved

at the next GLPWG.

Overall
Last meeting Current status
Not started 50 50
In progress 101 90
Completed 41 52
By section of the plan
Biodiversity Water Air Energy Waste
Not started 16 6 12 6 10
In progress 27 7 15 33 8
Completed 36 1 1 11 3

4. Current Focus

4.1. Air Quality Project continuing as planned. Currently delivering regular sessions with Eco

representatives from Lord Williams’s Y7.

4.2. Thame Business Sustainability Award Year 1 has been completed with 9 businesses
completing their Bronze Awards. We anticipate 8 of these will move forward to sign up for Silver.
We also expect to have at least 10 new businesses involved in Bronze awards this year, and up
to 10 community groups/events/churches etc signed up for the community version of the Bronze
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award. The initiative has been a very successful way to engage businesses in the work of the
Green Living Plan.

4.3. The Local Cycling & Walking Infrastructure Plan (LCWIP): The review of action above
outlined several mistakes with the LCWIP, and discussion by the GLPWG identified that there
were many missed opportunities. An initial email will be sent to the officer who was responsible
for engaging the consultants. The GLPWG will also send a letter on behalf of the group to OCC
to express their disappointment with how Thame groups were engaged in the process.

4 .4. Plastic Free Communities: We continue to make good progress against achieving Plastic Free

Communities status in Thame. The area that is not yet being achieved is community engagement
and so concerted effort will be made to get other groups to commit over the coming months.

‘ MY DASHBOARD \ \ HOW TO USE YOUR DASHBOARD ‘ \ RESOURCE HUB \ [ MY ACCOUNT ‘ -
UNITIES
A\NST SEWAGE
S

100% Council Motion 100% Plastic Free Champions
- 4 Approved Is ready to submit

Progress Progress

0% Community Allies 100% Community Events & Action
Get started Approved

Progress Progress

75% Steering Group
Underway

Progress

4.5. Public Art for wayfinding and Cuttle Brook Local Nature Reserve: Update within Public Art
Working Group report.

4.6. Thame Land Management Officer: An application to National Lottery Environmental fund was
completed to subsidise the costs of this role or allow additional hours. Resurfacing a path through
Cuttle Brook Nature Reserve has been identified as the main capital project for Year 1 of this
project. Quotes are being sought and once received will be submitted to Section 106 for
approval.

4.7. Hiya Car: Work to explore a possible implementation of this scheme is still to be started.

5. Action required:

i) To note the report.
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