Asset Management Working Group

Notes of Meeting held on 9 February 2026, Meeting Room, Town Hall

Present: Cllr Cowell, Cllr Dite, Cllr Jones, Andrea Oughton, Mandy Sturdy
Apologies: Cllr Emery

Cuttle Brook Local Nature Reserve (CBLNR)

A field gate has been installed at the entrance to Nontron meadow.

Following approval by the Town Council, a post and rail fence was installed along the
scrape in the south meadow. Mixed native hedging was planted along the new fenceline
in November 2026. Further hedge planting took place in Nontron and Rycote Meadows
on 28 January 2026.

Watercourse 1 (runs parallel with Cox’s Wood) was cleared in line with planned bi-annual
maintenance work in November 2026.

There is evidence that work in and around the Brook, the creation of scrapes, removal of
the weir and installation of the headwall are all helping with flood mitigation in the
Reserve.

It was noted that someone without consent is mowing into what was a large healthy
bramble bush in the south meadow. Mowing is going on from the middle of the brambles,
so the bush is being eaten away from the inside out. The middle provides all the
protection for small animals using the natural corridor provided by the bramble to move
around the reserve.

Agreed to gather evidence by continuing to monitor the area, historical images from
Google Maps and commission drone footage.

The bramble bush needs to be regenerated, and new planting protected whilst it is
established. Agreed to contact neighbours adjacent to this area re plans for regeneration
of the bramble bush. The working group are keen to work with the community but agree
that if cutting continues to seek permission from Environment & Assets Committee to
issue a Cease and Desist Order.

Play Areas

Discussed relocation of the play area at Southern Road Recreation Ground as part of
Project Link.

Play area is well used, time without it in use to be kept to a minimum. Requirement to be
putin Project Link Tender to find out the cost impact on Project Link of keeping the closure
of the play area to a minimum.

It might not be possible to transition all the existing play equipment to the new play area.
Andrea has met with two play equipment providers to discuss refurbishment of Pearce
Way play area.

Maintenance Depot

Andrea to finalise draft specification to replace the roof with a view to go out to potential
contractors in the spring to get a sense of the cost.



Burial Space

Mandy and Andrea met with Rev. Mike Reading. Concern expressed about the small
number of burial spaces left in St Mary’s churchyard. Lack of progress by the developer
to deliver burial space on site C. Possible sites in the Town that might be suitable for
conversion to burial space, including extending and / or re-ordering parts of St Mary’s
churchyard. Investigations to be continued in the search for additional space.

Stones Close Allotments

Easement is being progressed with UK Power Networks to move overhead power cables
underground from the pole located within the allotments near the entrance. The work
supports the Thame Community Land Trust development opposite the allotment site.
Aspiration to provide a toilet on the allotment site that is available to use all year round.
Discussed possibility of using some of the commuted sum from Hoade Garth Allotments
as a loan to Stones Close Allotment holders to fund the project.

Any Other Business

Upper Chamber Kitchen - Refurbishment begins on 11 February, work includes new
kitchen cabinets and layout to provide additional storage. Work is expected to be finished
early the following week with new floor covering being fitted on 26 February.

Civic.ly (new asset management software) — plans made to input data onto the system in
readiness to go live from 1 April 2026.

Thame Museum - parts of the main exhibition hall and storage room have been
redecorated. Two volunteers from the museum are putting together a proposal to replace
or repair the entrance door.

Meeting closed at 11am.



