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Environment & Assets Committee 

 

Report Title:   Cuttle Brook Nature Reserve  
 

Meeting Date:  3 March 2026 
 
Contact Officer:  Becky Reid, Environmental Project Officer  
 
 

1. Purpose of the Report 
 

1.1 To update the Committee on action taken within Cuttle Brook Nature Reserve since last report. 
 

1.2 To seek approval to draw down Section 106 funding to support a two-part project within Cuttle 
Brook Nature Reserve comprising (1) enhanced on-site communication within and about the 
Nature Reserve and (2) scoping work for expansion of the Nature Reserve and potential Natural 
Flood Defences to be delivered by River Thame Conservation Trust. 

  

2. Action taken in Cuttle Brook Local Nature Reserve since last report 
 

2.1. Since last meeting, following a successful funding application, a fence was installed around the 
scrape in the Southern Meadow. Following this a hedge planting day was delivered that engaged 
local businesses, Thame Town Councillors and 
volunteers. This took place in November 2025. 
Space was left for a gate into the area that we are 
still waiting for due to a long lead time on 
fabrication. This is due to arrive mid-March 2026.   

 
2.2. Following this a gate was installed in Nontron 

Meadow with additional planting in January, 
engaging regular Cuttle Brook Conservation 
Volunteers (CBCV), Thame Town Council Officers 
and 21st Century Thame volunteers. 

 
2.3. Another funding bid was submitted to raise funds for the equipment needed for introducing 

aftermath grazing for a short period of time after the hay cut each year. This was awarded and 
CBCV have since approached a local farmer to work with him on this. Once agreed the funding 
will be used to purchase the infrastructure needed to make this possible. We expect it to happen 
after the hay cut later this year.  

 

3. Proposal for new Section 106 funding application towards ‘Green Spaces and 
Biodiversity’.  

 
3.1. The Cuttle Brook Nature Reserve provides significant benefits for nature, and for Thame 

residents to enjoy the natural environment. There are two opportunities for improvement outlined 
here, both of which require funding to be achieved. We have been alerted to the fact that there 
is also some Section 106 funding towards ‘Green Spaces and Biodiversity’ that is due to expire 
on 13 May 2026. Permission is sought to apply to draw down this funding to support the 
achievement of these outcomes before it is withdrawn.  

 
3.2. The first area of work is enhanced communication through upgrades to notice boards across the 

reserve, creation of a new map and leaflet and installation of this new map in the notice boards. 
The second area of work is to scope the possibility of expansion of the Nature Reserve and 
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introduction of Natural Flood Defences; work we propose is delivered on our behalf by River 
Thame Conservation Trust. 

 
3.3. Area 1: Enhanced communications. 
 
3.4. There are 5 notice boards in the reserve. 3 of these are in good repair with out-of-date 

information. However, the two main notice boards (pictured) are in poor repair and need to be 
replaced. This is currently being scoped.  

 

  
 
3.5. Based on initial research, it is anticipated that this work will cost in the region of £2,800, although 

detailed quotes are still being secured.  

 
3.6. The map for the nature reserve also needs to be updated to include Rycote Meadow. Cost are 

also being secured for a designer who will create this new map, design new notice board content, 
and update the flyer for the Nature Reserve which is now out of date. The new map graphic will 
be designed in a way that allows Thame Town Council to use it to educate residents and users 
if and when an area within the reserve is temporarily closed – for example due to flooding, hay 
cut, tree felling etc. It is anticipated that this work will cost in the region of £2,000 (quote 
outstanding). 

 
3.7. Area 2: Scoping a possible expansion of the Nature Reserve  
 

3.8. Expansion of the Nature reserve to the south of its current boundary at the Phoenix Trail would 
extend the benefits nature conservation and landscape benefits, with additional potential 
opportunities for flood alleviation through incorporation of Natural flood management.  

 
3.9. This is in line with Thame Neighbourhood Plan 2’s (TNP2) policy GAC1 which seeks to protect 

the Cuttle Brook corridor and ensure that any development maintains the north -south green 
corridor through Thame. This corridor extends beyond the Nature Reserve and includes the 
areas we proposed to include in this scoping work. Page 103 of TNP2 states ‘The Nature 
Reserve and wider corridor is highly value for biodiversity and recreation, and forms an important 
green lung for the town, providing a north south link to countryside either side of the built-up 
area.’ This project seeks to identify opportunities to officially protect this corridor. 

 
3.10. This is also in line with Section E ‘Reserve Enlargement’ of the approved Cuttle Brook Nature 

Reserve Management Plan 2025-2029 as follows:  
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3.10.1. With Thame Town Council, seek opportunities to expand the Reserve alongside the 
Cuttle Brook both downstream to the River Thame and upstream towards Moreton. 

3.10.2. Resist development on land where this may adversely affect the conservation or 
amenity value of the Reserve. 

3.10.3. Work with upstream land-managers to implement suitable Natural Flood 
Management projects. 

 
3.11. The proposal of both the communication and possible expansion are also in line with actions 

from the Thame Green Living Plan as follows:  
3.11.1. Create more explanatory information panels in key sites and where biodiversity 

action is taking place. (Although not ‘more’ explanatory panels, changs will seek to 
improve explanation about the reserve and make it more accessible) (Section 1.1). 

3.11.2. Continue dialogue to further joint aims of GLP with CBCV and RTCT (Section 1.4). 
3.11.3. Liaise with CBCV on a planned extension south towards Moreton (Section 1.4). 

 
3.12. Initial exploration of the land south of the Nature Reserve has identified the following:  

3.12.1. The land to the West of the Cuttle Brook is relatively unmanaged, and of high 
conservation value. Securing its high conservation value on a long term basis should 
be a priority objective to prevent risk to any potential degrading of the area. 

3.12.2. Land to the East of the Cuttle Brook is currently grazed, of low conservation value 
currently, but where the greatest opportunity for nature conservation “uplift”. Any 
such change (and opportunity cost to productive agricultural income), would need to 
be compensated for (e.g. through agri-environment or other external payment 
measures). 
 

3.13. The extent to which extension south of the reserve is possible is untested, and so the first step 
we need to take is to identify and engage with the current land managers / owners, to explore 
existing management, future plans, and whether options such as sale / lease /  agri-
environment measures might be options to facilitate expansion of the nature reserve. 

 
3.14. The River Thame Conservation Trust (RTCT) are best placed to carry out this initial work This 

is due to the work they already undertake with local landowners locally, along with their 
knowledge of the opportunities for managing land to support nature e.g. income available 
through SFI payments or through Biodiversity Net Gain schemes, and experience of supporting 
the implementation of these schemes. They have expressed an interest in working with us on 
this project and have outlined a budget of £5,000 to cover their time to explore options and 
present their findings.  

 

Funding Drawdowns Required   

4. The Section 106 funds we want to draw down to achieve the works outline above are:  
4.1. P14/S1156/FUL (14S31) Angus House Thame Park Road. Towards greenspace and 

biodiversity in Thame. £6,901.78 We would draw this pot down in full. 
4.2. P14/S1619/O (15S12) Land East of Thame Park Road Towards Greenspace and Biodiversity in 

Thame. There is £45,237.45 but we would only use it to draw down the balance of funds needed 
once the final quotes are obtained.  

4.3. It is expected that the total costs will be no more than £10,670 (allowing for 10% contingency). 
However, this has been based on previous costs for similar projects so that an estimate of costs 
could be brought to this meeting due to the time-sensitive nature of the application. In order to 
ensure authority is given for the full amount of funding needed the Committee is asked for 
approval of up to £12,000.  The amount included in the S106 application will reflect the quotes, 
once received, and meet all requirements for draw down, including 3 competing quotes where 
required.  
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Recommendation: 

1) In line with the delegated authority of this committee, to authorise an application to draw down 
Section 106 funds to achieve the projects outlined in this report, up to a value of £12,000 

2) If recommendation 1 is agreed, if the funding is granted to approve the signing by two 
Councillors and sealing of the legal agreement for this Section 106 funding in the presence of 
the Town Clerk. 
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