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Environment & Assets Committee

Date: 3 March 2026
Title: Green & Open Spaces — Pearce Way Play Area
Contact Officer: Andrea Oughton, Operations Manager

Purpose of Report

1. To approve an application to draw down Section 106 funding towards refurbishment of
Pearce Way play area.

Background

2. Pearce Way play area is a small play space for children between the ages of 4 and 6
years. The play equipment is thought to be at least 40 years old.

3. The land was purchased from South Oxfordshire District Council in 2001. In 2008 the
area was resurfaced with the use of wet pour tarmac and new fencing added, however,
no new play equipment was added. The play area is mainly used by local residents.

4. The area is classified as a local area for play (LAP), a low-key games area for 4-6 year
olds and younger children for play activities close to home. Catchment area — 1 minute
walking time for an accompanied child or approximately 100m walking distance.

5. The play area is surrounded by some green space in the middle of a residential area, with
many of the surrounding properties being owned by a housing association.
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Proposal

6. Pearce Way is listed in the Play Strategy as the next play due for refurbishment. The
Operations Manager has met with a couple of play area providers to gain an
understanding of what equipment could be installed and the cost. The estimate for
replacing equipment and wet pour surfaces is in the region of £41k.

7. An application is made to draw down Section 106 funds which, if approved, can be used
towards a project to refurbish Pearce Way play area.

8. To consult with residents of Pearce Way to gather their views on draft proposals for
replacing the play equipment.

9. To look at grant funding available towards the cost of refurbishing the play area.

Resource Appraisal

10. There is £9,781.00 of Section 106 funding allocated to towards play areas. Funding
needs to be spent by 13 May 2026.

Recommendation:

i) To approve that an application is made to South Oxfordshire District Council to
draw down £9,781.00 of Section 106 funding towards play area improvement.

ii) If funding is granted to approve the signing and sealing of relevant legal
agreements by two Councillors in the presence of the Town Clerk.
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