Agenda Item: 12

Environment & Assets Committee

Report Title:

Meeting Date:

Green & Open Spaces and Play Areas

3 March 2026

Contact Officer: Becky Reid, Environmental Project Officer

Andrea Oughton, Operations Manager

1. Purpose of the report

1.1. To update the Committee about any green areas and parks managed (not necessarily owned) by
Thame Town Council. Including:

1.1.1.

1.1.2.

2. Parks and

Upkeep and improvement to parks and play areas.

Increasing biodiversity within Thame’s Green & Open spaces, including verges and all
other green areas across the town. Not including Cuttle Brook Nature Reserve which is
reported separately.

Play areas:

2.1. Queen Elizabeth Circle:

2.1.1.

2.1.2.

2.1.3.

Hedge along Tythrop way has been identified as suitable for hedge laying, to improve
thickness and benefit to wildlife. Consequently, it will be left to grown longer to enable this
work to take place next year.

Play area surfaces jet washed to remove dirt and moss.

Play equipment, a new board has been ordered for the multi play unit in the toddler area.
The aerial runway is due to be serviced this month.

2.2. Southern Road Recreation Ground:

2.2.1.

222

21%t Century Thame are launching a project that will deliver outdoor, nature focused
sessions to children and young people who are home educated. We will be supporting this
by providing access to use the disabled toilet at Southern Road Recreation group subject
to them ensuring that it is cleaned after each use.

Play area surfaces jet washed to remove dirt and moss.
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2.3. Churchill Crescent:
2.3.1. Play area surfaces jet washed to remove dirt and moss.

2.4. Elms Park:
2.4.1. Play area and Multi Use Games area surfaces jet washed to remove dirt and moss.

2.4.2. Two of the streetlights that line the footpath within the park have been repaired.

2.5. Pearce Way:
2.5.1. Play area surfaces jet washed to remove dirt and moss.

2.6. Pickenfield: Play area surfaces just washed to remove dirt and moss.

2.7. Thame Skate Park: nothing to report.

3. Green spaces

3.1. Memorial Gardens:

3.1.1. 21t Century Thame have applied for funding to deliver a project that will work with a local
group that supports people with visual impairment to design a new permanent planting
scheme for the bed next to the pollinator bed. This will then be implemented by 215t
Century Thame engaging volunteers to support the work.

3.2. Lenthall Green: nothing to report.
3.3. The Moats: nothing to report.
3.4. The Triangle:

3.4.1. Hedge maintenance and additional planting to thicken the hedges in this area has taken
place. This has been delivered by 21%t Century Thame with support from local
businesses.

3.5. Table Top (Hamilton Road): nothing to report.
3.6. Brookside: nothing to report.
3.7. Youens Drive: nothing to report.
3.8. North Street: nothing to report.
4. Verges

4.1. Six new trees have been planted along the verges of Cromwell Avenue by Oxfordshire County

Council (OCC). We were not aware of this work prior to it taking place and had several concerns
raised by residents who were directed to OCC.

4.2. A meeting with the volunteers who monitor the verges is still to be arranged to make sure that we

are all working to an agreed plan for grass cutting.

5. Action required:

i)

To note the report.

Report Author: Becky Reid, Environmental Project Officer Page 2



	Report Title:   Green & Open Spaces and Play Areas
	1. Purpose of the report
	1.1. To update the Committee about any green areas and parks managed (not necessarily owned) by Thame Town Council. Including:
	2. Parks and Play areas:
	2.1. Queen Elizabeth Circle:
	2.1.1. Hedge along Tythrop way has been identified as suitable for hedge laying, to improve thickness and benefit to wildlife. Consequently, it will be left to grown longer to enable this work to take place next year.
	2.2. Southern Road Recreation Ground:
	2.2.1. 21st Century Thame are launching a project that will deliver outdoor, nature focused sessions to children and young people who are home educated. We will be supporting this by providing access to use the disabled toilet at Southern Road Recreat...
	2.3. Churchill Crescent:
	2.4. Elms Park:
	2.4.1. Play area and Multi Use Games area surfaces jet washed to remove dirt and moss.
	2.5. Pearce Way:
	2.5.1. Play area surfaces jet washed to remove dirt and moss.
	2.6. Pickenfield: Play area surfaces just washed to remove dirt and moss.
	2.7. Thame Skate Park: nothing to report.
	3. Green spaces
	3.1. Memorial Gardens:
	3.1.1. 21st Century Thame have applied for funding to deliver a project that will work with a local group that supports people with visual impairment to design a new permanent planting scheme for the bed next to the pollinator bed. This will then be i...
	3.2. Lenthall Green: nothing to report.
	3.3. The Moats: nothing to report.
	3.4. The Triangle:
	3.4.1. Hedge maintenance and additional planting to thicken the hedges in this area has taken place. This has been delivered by 21st Century Thame with support from local businesses.
	3.5. Table Top (Hamilton Road): nothing to report.
	4. Verges
	4.1. Six new trees have been planted along the verges of Cromwell Avenue by Oxfordshire County Council (OCC). We were not aware of this work prior to it taking place and had several concerns raised by residents who were directed to OCC.
	4.2. A meeting with the volunteers who monitor the verges is still to be arranged to make sure that we are all working to an agreed plan for grass cutting.
	5. Action required:


