Chalix

To: Clerk, Thame Town
By Email

Towersey Planning Application P25/51828/FUL — Wider Implications for Neighbourhood Planning

Dear Mandy Sturdy ,

We are writing to draw your attention to a planning application currently under consideration by South Oxfordshire District
Council — P25/S1828/FUL, which proposes the development of four houses on a greenfield site outside the defined
settlement boundary of Towersey.

What is particularly concerning about this application is that it is in direct conflict with the Towersey Neighbourhood Plan,
which was adopted in December 2023 following extensive community consultation and a successful referendum. The Plan
includes a housing allocation of zero, and this site falls clearly outside the village’s designated development area.

Should this application be approved, despite its obvious inconsistency with both the local and national policy framework,
it would set a deeply worrying precedent for all parishes across South Oxfordshire. It would send a clear signal that even
recently adopted, and democratically validated Neighbourhood Plans, can be overridden with impunity, undermining the
years of work and community engagement that go into preparing them, not to mention the cost to parishes.

For your reference, we enclose a report entitled Note in Response to Application at Land East of Chinnor Road, OX9 3QY
— P25/51828/FUL, which sets out the relevant policy background, the specific breaches of the Towersey Neighbourhood
Plan, and the broader risks to neighbourhood planning if the application is approved.

In effect, such a decision would open the door to speculative development on greenfield land outside settlement
boundaries throughout the district, irrespective of what Neighbourhood Plans say. It would represent a serious erosion
of local planning powers and a betrayal of the spirit of neighbourhood planning itself.

We therefore urge your Parish Council to consider raising this issue with both officers and members of SODC as a matter
of urgency. In particular, concerns can be addressed to:

Victoria Clarke, Planning Officer
victoria.clarke@southandvale.gov.uk
01235 422600 (Main switchboard — request Victoria Clarke)

We also encourage you to contact your District Councillor to ensure this matter is escalated appropriately within the
Planning Committee.

Neighbourhood Plans only have meaning if they are upheld. If this application is approved, the implications will not be
limited to Towersey: they will resonate across the entire district. We are happy to share further details or speak with you

directly. Please find the enclosed note for your consideration.

[continues...]
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With thanks for your time and your continued service to your local community.

Kind regards,

prIZ

Jake Kingsbury
— Director

Enclosure:

® Note in Response to Application at Land East of Chinnor Road, OX9 3QY — P25/51828/FUL
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