Agenda ltem: 5
TTC Reference: 2016

Planning Committee

Meeting Date: 26 August 2025
Contact Officer: Graeme Markland, Neighbourhood Plan Continuity Officer

Town Hall , High Street

P25/S2350/LB

To install acoustic panels to the ceiling and walls of the Upper Chamber at the Town Hall

Reason for report:
Other: The Town Council is the applicant and building owner.

1. Officer Recommendation:

SUPPORTS with comments:
o Subject to no objection from the Heritage Officer.

Call-In

If the recommendation is to object, or likely to be contrary to SODC’s recommendation, the
Town Council must agree whether to request that SODC Councillors call the application into
SODC'’s committee. Thame’s District Councillors are not bound to this request.

2. Key Issues:
¢ Impact on the Special Architectural and Historic Interest of the Listed Building

The reverberation within the Chamber is a major issue. Visitors and users regularly
complain of being unable to hear speakers or music clearly. The Town Council would like
to live stream or record certain meetings to enable wider involvement by residents; the
Chamber’s seated capacity is restricted. Experiments and experience during the Covid
pandemic have shown this to be very difficult.

The proposed acoustic panels can easily be removed and will not obscure any significant
internal features. The panels will offer public benefits through improved acoustics
particularly for those hard of hearing. The application should be subject to no objection from
the Heritage Officer.

3. Planning History:

Application Description TTC Decision SODC Decision

Number

P12/S1609/LB Internal alterations to layout of | Approved Granted
building.



https://data.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P25/S2350/LB#exactline
https://data.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P12/S1609/LB#exactline
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P13/S0637/LB Installation of external sockets | Approved Granted
in two locations, to the Town
Hall Building.

P14/S0421/LB Proposed refurbishment and Approved Granted
external improvements.

P14/S0601/LB Replace existing front notice Unable to Withdrawn prior to
board with new notice board consider determination
with three loackable viewing
panels.

P14/S1404/LB Repair, strengthening and re- Approved Granted

building of arched head to
windows 39 and 44
P17/S1978/LB Production and installation of Approved Withdrawn prior to
commemorative plaques determination
denoting the use of 12 listed
buildings in Thame as filming
locations for the Midsomer
Murders ITV series.

P18/S2735/LB Production and installation of Supports — Full Refused
commemorative plaques support given,
denoting the use of 6 listed Asset to town,
buildings in Thame as filming vibrancy & vitality,
locations for the Midsomer footfall, bus
Murders series. economy

P22/S3531/LB To repurpose listed phone box | Supports + Granted
directly outside Town Hall to comments 22/11/2022
house a defibrillator.

P24/S0049/LB To install a water refill station to | Supports + Granted
the exterior of the building. comments 27/02/2024

Remove and relocate existing
noticeboard.

P25/S1388/LB Installation of a bracket and Supports + Application under
small wireless radio receiver comments consideration (as of
unit on the side of the town hall 11/8/2025)

building with associated
galvanised metal conduit to
house cabling which will feed
into the CCTV equipment.

4. Risk Appraisal

Dependent on the Town Council’'s recommendation to SODC is it likely that there would be a contrary
decision by SODC? If so then a councillor should be nominated at the meeting to represent the views
of the Town Council at the planning committee.

5. Policies Relevant to the Application
The following policies are of particular relevance when considering this application.

Thame Neighbourhood Plan 2 (TNP2) Policies

CPQ1 Design in response to local character

CPQ5 Sustainable design and construction

SFO1 Community facilities and services
SODC Local Plan 2035 Policies

CF1 Safeguarding community facilities

DES1 Delivering high quality development

DES2 Enhancing local character

DES3 Design and access statements



https://data.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P13/S0637/LB#exactline
https://data.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P14/S0421/LB#exactline
https://data.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P14/S0601/LB
https://data.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P14/S1404/LB
https://data.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P17/S1978/LB
https://data.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P18/S2735/LB
https://data.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P22/S3531/LB
https://data.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P24/S0049/LB
https://data.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P25/S1388/LB#exactline

DES7
DES8
ENV6
ENV7
ENV8

Efficient use of resources
Promoting sustainable design
Historic environment

Listed buildings
Conservation areas
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