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Community Services Committee      

 

Title:   Taste of Thame  
 
Date:   22 July 2025 
 
Contact Officer: Cassie Pinnells, Community Services Manager 
 
 
Purpose of the Report 

 

1. To update the Committee about this year’s Taste of Thame event which took place on 
Saturday 24 May 2025. 
 

2. To approve the date and officer time for next year’s event. 
 

Background 

 
3. The first Taste of Thame was run in 2022, in partnership with C21st Thame, using a team 

of volunteers. 2025 was the third year Thame Town Council has run the event. This event 
promotes the food offer on Thame’s doorstep featuring town centre venues and many food 
producers based within 5 miles of the town, or with a pre-existing connection to Thame. 
The event includes ‘The Buttermarket Banquet’ – a shared table for the community to 
gather around; a producer’s market; a street food market, and a food trail taking people to 
different venues around the town to watch demonstrations, pick up tasters and take part in 
workshops. A raffle raises funds for Thame Food Bank. 
 

4. The day itself was a great success, with many people taking part in the trail and enjoying 
the Town Centre. We had 20 stops on the trail and increase of 2 from the previous year, 
18 were businesses, one stop at the Museum, one stop at the library. There was one stop 
for the Street food market (7 stalls) outside the Town Hall provided in collaboration with 
StrEAT Meet. Charities included Twinning who provided delicious crepes and Princes 
Risborough Young Farmers who brought along a tractor and a milking game, while 
promoting their Rally. We also welcomed 6 stalls who set up in Montesson Square, with 
traders from our local produce market.  

 
5. Thame Town Council would like to thank the community groups that helped, particularly 

the Thame Air Cadets, and the volunteer driver from SAS Wireless who also provided the 
vehicle to move essential event equipment to and from the event.  

 
6. This year we were thrilled that Spear Travel our platinum sponsor provided a £1,000 travel 

voucher to be won in the raffle. The raffle was drawn on 29 May 2025, with 410 tickets sold 
at £1 each through jumblebee.co,uk.  

 
7. Sponsorship was achieved and covered the event costs. Thanks to our gold sponsors of 

Lightfoot Solicitors and Lucy Electric and Connect Scaffolding and SAS Wireless for 
providing essential operational assistance. 
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8. The following SWOT (Strengths, Weaknesses, Oppertunities & Threats) analysis 
was carried out and Councillors are invited to contribute any ideas / feedback they 
have to help us plan for future events. 

 

Strengths 
Accessibility 
Event well attended. 
Air cadet stall 
Security guards 
Medical cover 
Feedback form 
Map – folding layout was much better. 
Twinning involvement 
Community tables along Butter Market 

Weaknesses 
More volunteers 
Public toilets shut at Montesson Square 
Prize draw sales only online, not inclusive 
for non-tech person. 
QR code not good for elderly 
Not enough bins 
 

Opportunities 
Volunteer level good. 
- Cadets 
- Staff/Cllr’s (6) 

Food Festival maybe ending this year. 
Farmers next time 
Bigger road closure – move the 

Montesson Square stalls to Lower High 
Street car park 

Wombles involved. 
Standby gazebo – for bad weather 
Raffle seller – easier + longer. 
Footfall data 
Open info centre 
Larder involved. 
Use town hall for something. 
Involve the Library at the planning stage. 
Provide a bar around the Town Hall 

Threats 
Costs – needs sponsorship. 
Poor weather 
Old (last year’s) maps being in circulation. 
No safety data sheet for cleaning chemical 
 

 

Proposal and improvements for 2026 

 

9. Proposed date would be Saturday 23 May 2026, which is currently marked out in our 
calendar to enable us to use the Upper Chamber if the weather is bad or to hold an indoor 
café with a community group.  
 

10. The Maintenance team helped transport the road closure equipment the day before the 
event.  

 
11. There were no medical incidents reported from the contracted medical team. However, 

their presence on site, as a precaution was welcomed by visitors to the event, with a child 
able to have their bandage changed from an existing injury.  

 
12. The security team on site assisted with barrier control, disabled parking requirements and 

setting up and breaking down of the event, this is something we should keep in place, if 
ever an emergency occurred in the Butter Market to move equipment. 
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13. Invite the Air and Army Cadets to participate in the 2026 event. 
 

14. To aid with the event health and safety requirements, a dedicated medical team and 
security personal for the event should be incorporated when budget setting.  
 

Resource Appraisal 

 
15. The event covered expenditure with sponsorship and stall participation.  

To date: 
Income:  £1,680 
Expenditure: £1,505  
 
Staff time in planning the event and in supporting on the day  

 
Recommendation: 

 
The Committee is asked: 

i) To approve Saturday 23 May 2026 for next year’s event. 
ii) To approve officers time to support the delivery of Taste of Thame 2026. 

 


