LWS & TTC Youth Council — Minutes — 13 June 2025

Meeting held on Tuesday 13 June 2025 at 9.15am at the Upper Chamber, Thame Town Hall.

Present: LWS Student Clirs from each year group, Town Mayor, Clir Andy Gilbert (Chair), Clir Mike
Dyer, Community Services Officer, Michelle Holland, Community Services Manager, Cassie Pinnells,
Claire Sharrat, & LWS Staffing Team.

Welcome — Clir Andy Gilbert, Mayor of Thame welcomed the students and staff from Lord Williams’s
School for the second joint Youth Council. Introductions were made by all that attended. Discussion
points for the meeting agenda were agreed. With everyone informed that no question is silly and that
this meeting was a safe space to share ideas, provide solutions and provide understanding of the
thoughts, concerns and requirements of the young people attending the meeting. Clir Gilbert explained
that at an official Council meeting the gavel is banged to show that the meeting had started and bring
everyone to order. This way those with questions would be able to raise their hands and that the
Chairman would call upon them individually.

Elms Park Redevelopment — Clir Gilbert explained that EIms Park play area redevelopment will be
funded by Section 106 developer contributions, with the next phase relocating the Multi Games Area
(MUGA). The student Councillors were asked what they thought was missing from the area:

¢ Additional seating or perhaps a picnic area would be a good addition.

¢ A student mentioned that a lot of people would like to walk around Elms Park and that all-weather
footpaths would help, especially if the footpath was lit up during the evenings and winter months.

e MUGA —Consensus of the room was that this facility is well used and should stay as a double size
area, with alternative sports to include of badminton or tennis, with refundable lockers provided
for equipment to be used.

e There is a lack of swings in all council parks, not just on Elms Park, these areas are safe spaces
for young people to sit and chat. The set of six swings are missed in ElIms Park.

e The new play space is small and there is always a queue to use the equipment.

¢ Hammocks made by ropes for under the trees or hooks for hammocks to be put up.

e A slack line

¢ A trampoline sunk into the ground but must ensure that there is good drainage.

e A Pump (bicycle) track (like Haddenham) in the top right corner coming in from Park Street.

e More shade in the area perhaps plants more trees.

e There are no splash parks or access to clean water unless you drive to a beach or to Wallingford.

¢ Lighting around the park to make it a safe space.

e Adult equipment for training.

e Concern was raised that when you slip off the monkey bars the flooring is unsafe under the slide.

Cycling in Thame, Issues were raised that most roads in Thame are not wide enough or felt safe
enough to cycle on in certain areas. ClIr Gilbert explained that there are talks taking place between
Oxford County Council and Buckinghamshire Council regarding a study for a long awaited Haddenham
to Thame cycle link, trying to find a dedicated route is causing challenges. On Sunday 15 June 2025,
there would be the first Thame Sportive.

Clir Gilbert informed the meeting that Oxfordshire County Council were looking at Active Travel, which
is a strategic approach to identifying cycling, walking, and wheeling improvements at a local level. The
Student Councillors made the following observations.

¢ It would be great to have dedicated bike lanes in Thame, as they do in Oxford City.
e Concern was raised that the road from Long Crendon to Thame is not wide enough to cycle, with
tarmac covering the footpath in places, and that following an incident where a girl was

Page 1 of 2



approached by a stranger from a car, it was asked if a dedicated well-lit cycle path could be
placed behind the hedge way.

e Cycling around Thame to surrounding villages — Phoenix Trail is good but at other areas it is not
easy to ride —such as access from Chinnor/Emmington onto the Phoenix Trail, which is
challenging to navigate.

Community & Youth Centre Building —Clir Gilbert gave an update that the building costs would be in
the region of four million pounds, to be partly covered by developer contributions and grant funding. In
addition, the Council would be submitting an application for a Public Works Loan, with repayments to
be funded through the Council Tax. The plans were provided to the Student Council for them to
examine, ask questions and outline what they thought they would like to see in the building and the
outside space.

Suggestions that followed:
1. Health -Area to relax,
2. Outside — facilities to play cricket, and a set of goals
3. Inside — video games — indoor football,
4. Seating — indoor and outdoor, creating spaces for everyone.
5. Bean bags- sofas.
6. Hammocks
7. Quieter indoor or outdoor space for studying.
8. Clubs — attractions — Chess — cricket — football club
9. Pool table — ping pong table (outdoor/indoor)
10. Table football
11. Air hockey
12. Meet and greet area that will make people feel safe. Peer led.
13. Mini library or shelf of books (book exchange for textbooks?)
14. Film nights/ projector.
15. Cloakroom for bags, with lockers at or near the entrance.
16. Drive in cinema — on the Southern Road Recreation Ground. (SRRG)
17. Outdoor Gym — Pull up bar.
18. Play area for all ages from toddlers to adults.
19. Music room for recording — play instruments - drum kit to aid with stress — electric kit.
20. Outdoor public piano (Students thought under Greyhound Walk would be a great position)
21. Holiday Clubs — places to go with friends — de-stress session groups — sessions for study
groups — Counselling — decompress relief chats.
22. Art Wall - reusable painting wall — chalkboard paint.
23. Computer room to aid with study.
24. Volunteering opportunities
25. Drop-in facility rather than booking was a preference
26. Cooking facilities

Diversity & Inclusion in Thame

Clir Gilbert was excited that Thame was holding its first ever Thame Pride Event on Saturday 21st June
2025, with the emphasis that everyone was welcome to Thame.

CliIr Gilbert brought the meeting to an end at 10.55am

Date of next meeting: To be advised from LWS to fit in with Timetables & Agenda items to be
discussed welcomed.
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