
Chiltern Vale Association (CVA) 

Annual General Meeting – Minutes 

Date: 25 June 2025 
Time: 7:30pm 
Venue: TTC Upper Chambers

 

1. Attendance 

Committee Members Present: 
Emma Davis, Debbie Blair, Debbie Hrycyk, Linda Emery, Katie Kennedy, Colin Tomkinson, Jackie 
Davis, Stephen Johnson, Kate Gregory (co-opted member) 

Apologies: 
Nick Shott, Jamie Pfeifer 

Members in Attendance: 
51 attendees, including the committee 

 

2. Opening Remarks 

Andy Gilbert (Mayor) opened with a presentation titled “What Have The Romans (AKA Thame 
Town Council) Ever Done for Us?”, reflecting on TTC’s work and future plans: 

• Neighbourhood Plan (TNP2): 

o TNP1 (from 2011) was one of the UK’s first 

o TNP2 now confirmed, giving Thame a 5-year planning window 

o Limited land in Thame remains unallocated by private planning deals 

• Community Engagement: 

o Recent town events: Carnival, Duck Race, Thame Sportive, Pride 

o Opening of Rycote Meadow path (some accessibility concerns noted) 

• Youth & Community Centre: 

o Planning approved 

o Awaiting revised costings before drawing down a public works loan 

o Emphasis on financial responsibility (avoid high-impact debt on precepts) 

o A southern bypass was mentioned as unrealistic at this time 

• Coming Up: 

o LCWIP: Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan 

o Continued use of a regular market stall 

o VJ Day commemoration on 5th July 



 

3. Chair’s Report 

Emma Davis opened the formal meeting and thanked members for attending. 
Noted that Jamie Pfeifer has stepped down as Chair but remains a committee member.  Emma 
thanked Jamie for her contribution as Chair on behalf of the whole committee 

 

4. Treasurer’s Report 

Linda Emery delivered the finance update: 

• Balance as of 12 May: £618.56 

• Focus is on reducing bank charges; savings account not a current priority 

• Considering alternative banks that better support community accounts 

• Subscription Fee: £1 per year, no collection this year due to the committee/CVA being 
low activity 

• Accounts independently reviewed and signed ob by Linda Newton 

Discussion Points: 

• Question from the floor:  Asked about how many houses pay subscriptions (103 in 
2023) 

• Interest in building society accounts noted, but most do not support community groups 

• Recommendation made to add a third authorised signatory, but always only need 2 
signatories 

 

5. Introduction of the Committee 

The full 10-person committee was introduced and each member introduced themselves. 
A vote was held, and the committee was approved by more than two-thirds of attending 
members. 

Comment from the floor: 

“Thank you for being prepared to stand, and thank you for trying to revive the committee and 
make it a nice place to live.” 

 

6. Amendments to the Articles of Association 

Emma Davis presented 8 proposed changes to the constitution. 

Discussion Topics: 

• Reduction of quorum from 5 to 3 

• How to distinguish between major and minor decisions 



• Possibility of holding virtual meetings 

• Meeting frequency (previously quarterly + AGM; currently more frequent to support 
progress) 

All proposed changes were approved by members, with over two-thirds in favour.  All 
suggestions noted and will be considered 

 

7. Any Other Business (AOB) 

Roads 

• Concern over poor road conditions 

• Kate Gregory: TTC has allocated more funding; will share plans. CV streets to be 
included in future lobbying 

• Noted that roads remain a County Council responsibility 

FixMyStreet 

• Members asked for information on how to report issues 

• ACTION (to be assigned): CVA will publish guidance; a volunteer “super-user” 
suggested 

Street Lighting 

• Suggestion to turn ob streetlights after midnight to support “dark sky” initiative 

• ACTION: Kate Gregory: OCC consultation open; link to be shared with committee 

School Parking 

• Issues with delivery vans and parents parking on zig-zags 

• CVA previously installed posters and rep 

 

 

8. Close of the AGM 

The meeting was closed by the chair and residents were warmly invited to mingle with their 
neighbours and add any suggestions to the basket. 


