Thame Town Council
Meeting of the Thame Alliance Group (TAG) — 2 June 2025

Present: Rev Mike Reading (Thame Churches), Marie Scott (Red kite Family Centre), Linda
Newton (TYPG), Ann Midwinter covering for Val Symonds (TSFC & Dementia Café), Jessica
Clarke(CA), Sarah Hurell(urHome), , Ruth Taylor (Debit Centre & Grace Church), Ursula Long
(Age UK Oxfordshire), Mick Park (SOHA), Anna Burniston (Rycote Practice), Phil Stratton (sharing
Life Trust), Cassie Pinnells (Thame Town Council) & Mandy Sturdy (Thame Town Council).

1.

Welcome — Phil Stratton
Phil welcomed all to the meeting asking everyone to introduce themselves to
everyone.

Apologies: Valerie Symonds, Wendy Duckham, Connor Jeffries (Stop for Life)
Minutes from last meeting were agreed.

Unification of Church of England Parishes in Thame — Rev. Mike Reading
explained that there are three parochial parishes in and very close to Thame.
Historically there is the parish of St Mary’s and the Parish of Barley Hill. As Rector
Mike oversees St Mary’s Thame, Barley Hill Thame, St Catherines in Towersey and 6
other rural parishes attached to Thame.

CoVID enabled worshipping change from being together in a church to being together
online working in collaboration. This team working that was informally three separate
entities, is proposed to bring together St Mary’s and Barley Hill in Thame along with St
Catherine’s Towersey as one parish, however this strategic change will undergo a
consultation process, and later consideration within the appropriate groups within the
national Church of England, taking approximately one year, to ensure that residents,
the diocese and others are happy with the merge. This merge will not affect the civic
boundary but is purely to unite the parochial parishes of Thame. A public meeting is
scheduled to be held at St Mary’s; Thame (10 June, 7pm) and another meeting will be
held at St Catherine’s in Towersey (16 June 7pm).

The unification of the Churches in Thame will assist with the administration as there
will not need three PCC meetings and they can operate with one account for the
charities commission.

This unification will not impact on the 6 rural villages.
Within the Thame Church website a dedicated “frequently ask questioned” page exists
to help residents to learn more about the unification.

Snug Times Adjustments — Sarah Hurrell

This community café was originally set up as a warm space to help alleviate fuel
poverty and isolation. There was a commitment to run until at least the end of March
2025. The three-month period of operations identified that there is a significant
ongoing need for free provision of a safe, community space with volunteers available
to talk and listen. The Snug will continue every Wednesday at Christchurch Methodist
Church with the revised timings of 10:30-1pm.

Please direct people who are seeking to get out of the house and need company to
the Snug.

Please note:



Whilst many of the volunteers are younger, the majority of the attendees are retired
but there are no age restrictions. However the space is relatively small, so it is
unsuitable for toddlers. For more details, please contact John and Sarah Hurrell via
email: snug@urhome.church

Community Lunch — Mandy Sturdy — Investigations/Consultations are being
undertaken to see if the idea of a community lunch to bring people together to be held
during a preferred day of the week would be welcome in Thame.

The concept is to provide: one vegetarian dish and one meat dish, that people must
sign up to come to the venue ahead of the time, the meal would be on a voluntary
donation basis only to ensure inclusivity and affordability. Volunteers would be
needed to make the concept work. To date 13 responses, with the Town Hall, Upper
Chamber can hold 40 people. It is less about the food but more about eating
together and providing a safe space for the community. The Community Lunch
would be held on a trial basis and possibly once a month.

The group discussion advised that Natasha Law would apply, as another group had
tried to undertake a similar project. The kitchen would need to be inspected and
registered and that dealing with food would require Level 2 Food Hygiene
requirements. It is a lot of work and paperwork to get through the legal requirements.
Another idea was for people to share their food rather than cooking on site. To avoid
conflicts with other groups that support residents with meal provision, it was thought a
weekend day, possibly a Sunday preferable to hold the Community Lunch, there are a
lot of residents who are often on their own and would welcome the company.

Updates/Questions

Citizens Advice continues to operate from its temporary homes while renovations
take place at Market House. Drop-in sessions are on Wednesdays in Thame Library
from 9.30am to 4.00pm. We are very grateful to the library and to the council for the
use of the room at the Town Hall which both allow us to continue to see clients in
person.

Citizens Advice Oxfordshire South and Vale (as we were) has now merged with two
other branches to become part of Citizens Advice Oxfordshire.

Thame Youth Projects Group Update since Feb:

Busy half term, Easter and May holiday activities.

Books clubs, film nights, cooking sessions, activity days (including DJ skills) and 2
laser tag session on the Rec Ground (this was thanks to SODC everyone active grant)

Managed to secure funding for 8 volunteers to receive first aid training and money
towards the cooking that takes place weekly with the young people.
Run successful cake sale and spinathon as part of vital fundraising activities.

Working on growing the young leader programme, we are developing to help grown
leaders of the future.

Held a successful High Sheriff breakfast as John May wants to focus on young people
on his year as High Sheriff. Great opportunity to get people from the local community
together looking at the issues that young people face and how we can work together
to support them.

Planning summer events, programme to be out soon.


mailto:snug@urhome.church

Working with the school on more targeted work with those who would benefit, this is
on top of the work Hannah already does with the school.

Taking part in Thame Pride — Hannah key part of this.

The need for volunteers is a constant issue and funding for the next year is key to
maintaining the work we do.

Update from Red Kite Family Centre:

Part of our offering at the centre is around adult learning, particularly focusing on
families, and the positive impact this has for the children. We deliver this in several
ways, one of which is our neurodiversity evenings and events. We recently hosted
our neurodiversity event for clubs at the Spreadeagle in April, where we welcomed
upwards of 50 people from various groups and clubs to listen to our speakers.
Feedback from attendees was largely positive, particularly regarding the quality of the
speakers we had there.

We plan on running another event soon, around online safety, working kindly with and
hosted by the Thame Guides at the guide hut. This will be open for all parents and
carers.

We’ve just had our plant stall at Thame market, over 2 weeks in May which help to
raise just over £1000, up from previous years. It is a well-loved fixture of our events
calendar, and we are thankful for the use of the community stall space again this
year. One of our trustees was also able to attend the TTC stall in April as part of our
ongoing efforts to reach out to more families in the local area as well as raising
visibility.

We will be at the Thame Carnival again, as well as the parade. Our stall will have a
variety of activities or crafts for the children as well as a sensory area for babies.
Fisher German will be helping us there as part of their support this year. We are the
chosen charity for the Thame branch as part of their 25-year anniversary
celebrations. They are raising funds throughout all their branches for 25 charities,
including ourselves.

We are looking forward to the summer holidays, and have planned to be open, with a
reduced timetable, throughout the summer. Our September timetable is in the final
planning stages.

Update for the Thame Good Neighbour Scheme:

Currently there are TGNS volunteers that support 344 clients, there have been 21
requests since February, with the majority asking for assistance with transport, 2
requests for shopping and a volunteer helping a client with an online chat to replace a
faulty hoover.

Thame Senior Friendship Centre and Dementia Café Update:

Ann Miller has become the Chairman of the Thame Senior Friendship Centre and
Dementia Café since Alison Champken-Woods has moved away.

Thame Senior Friendship Centre is operating well but membership numbers are
dropping on certain days. Any promotion at the Dr Surgeries or other organisations
would be welcome to help raise the TSFC profile.

Dementia Café is working well with an additional day has opened and extended to
include, not only those with Dementia but their Carers too. This helps the carers
network with others going through similar issues and provide additional support.



8.

Sharing Life Update — Since January figures show that food parcels demand has
gone down, however 160 food parcels are delivered each month and being supported
by the Sharing Life members who enable the food parcels to be topped up by
purchasing items.

Waitrose have changed their waste policy, to reduce the price on soon to be out of
date stock rather than providing the stock to the Food Bank.

The toogle.org.uk website has been updated, and everyone was asked to check that
their current information is correct. This information would help residents to know
where to obtain help from one place online.

Age Uk Oxfordshire Update, The Community Links team signpost, using their
website with Age UK and Oxfordshire County Council which is free to use.

Debit Service Update — going well and has capacity to help with individual, couples or
groups by running money coaching.

Rycote Practice — Supporting 14K patients the practice does not have enough space
in the building, the patients support team are reaching out to the community and via
Facebook, at home, and looking at alternative ways to support mental health,
especially those of working age who suffering from depressions. The Rycote Practice
has linked up with other charitable organisations and organise once a month wellness
walks for their patients.

SOHA Community engagement team look for any issues to aid with improvements
and dealing with anti-social behaviour and regularly check in with their tenants either
by face-to-face contact, newsletters and emails. The team look after a massive area
from Banbury through to Chesham and are keen to understand what resources are
available locally to aid tenants.

SOHA has a Community Funding pot — any applications must show evidence that
benefit SOHA residents, as the fund is limited to a maximum of £3k.

Reducing the Risk is pleased to announce that they have been awarded a grant from
South Oxfordshire District Council. This will see them continue to build local
relationships across South Oxfordshire, from helping to raise awareness of Domestic
Abuse in communities with our DA Friends initiative, delivering training for
professionals through our RtR DA Champion Training. As well as our work supporting
High Risk victims through our IDVA Team and other Victims of Domestic Abuse going
through the criminal or civil court system in Oxford.

Please do get in touch if you'd like to find out more about our DA Champion training.
contact@reducingtherisk.org.uk or our DA Friends initiative
friends@reducingtherisk.org.uk

AOB — there was no other business.


https://www.toogle.org.uk/
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Date of next meetings:

Tuesday 7 October 2025 2pm — apologies received from John & Sarah Hurrell (urHome)
Tuesday 3 February 2026 2pm
Tuesday 2 June 2026 2pm



