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1. To provide additional information to aid the Councillors with their response to the Oxfordshire
County Council — Part Night Lighting Consultation.

Background

2. At Full Council on 17 June 2025, the council was notified of the Part Night Lighting (PNL)
Consultation (Appendices 20a-20e). Concerns were raised about safety, imposing a curfew,
and the risk of creating dark spots on CCTV. It was agreed to defer the matter to this
committee, and the County Council have agreed to an extension to enable this.

Update

3. Officers have researched other councils and found some information / minutes from Coventry
City Council (Appendix 20f) and West Somerset Council (Appendix 20g). It was also
established that Buckinghamshire Council do not have Part Night Lighting.

4. Officers have also instigated a poll on Love Thame to understand the community’s views on
the proposals. The results as of Monday 14 July are:

In support —47%
Against — 52%
Neutral opinion — 1%
Total votes: 203

5. Officers have also contacted Thames Valley Police who have provided a detailed reply, an
extract is included below (note this is their general position, without knowing exactly what the
PNL scheme will ook like):

“In short, Thames Valley Police are not supportive of switching lights off in town centres and
residential areas, as the darkness increases opportunities for crime but more importantly it
significantly increases the fear of crime in communities. It disproportionately impacts women
and girls, and also shift workers who work nights ... The intention is that Parish/Town
councils will have to apply for PNL, which | would hope is only done after a full and thorough
consultation with their residents to ensure the scheme has the full support of those it will
impact. Therefore if the public ask for it and data analysis does not indicate any concerns,
there is no reason for it not to go ahead.”

Action

i) To decide on a response for the Oxfordshire County Council Part-night lighting

consultation.
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