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Community Services Committee  

 
Report Title:   VE 80 Day & VJ 80 Day Commemorations 
 
Meeting Date:   22 July 2025 
 
Contact Officer:   Cassie Pinnells, Community Services Manager 
 
Purpose of the Report 
 

1. To provide a written update on the commemorations of Victory in Europe (VE) Day 80th anniversary 
and Victory over Japan (VJ) Day 80th anniversary on 15 August 2025. 
 

Update  
 

2. Thame Town Council invited residents to join in with the VE Day 80th Anniversary, on Thursday 8 May 
2025, with several events during that day. Commencing at 11am with a wreath laying ceremony held 
by Thame Town Council and the Royal British Legion, at the Thame Memorial Gardens, where Rev 
Reading led the service, with a poignant rendition of Last Post and Reveille expertly played by a 
bugler.    
  

3. At 6.30pm, St Mary’s Church bells rang out for 15 minutes taking part in the national celebrations. 
 

4. The Town Council organised a sing-along VE Day 80 at sunset event at Southern Road Recreational 
Grounds.  Where the Thame Concert Band, Ian English, Ross Hardman and Philippa Mummery 
entertained the crowds, before the Beacon was lit by the Mayor. 
 
The Army and Air Cadets undertook operational activities, which the Scout Beavers enjoyed watching 
and learning how to use radios and build equipment.   The weather did turn chilly, with the decision 
made to bring forward the beacon lighting by 15 minutes.  K&A Scaffolding donated the stage and 
Freedom Creative provided a banner to advertise the event. 
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5. On Saturday 5 July, RAF Halton Voluntary Band played a concert at St. Mary’s Church, to 
commemorate VJ Day 80th Anniversary, in aid of the Thame Royal British Legion. 
The band played renditions of World War II classics, including Vera Lynn’s We’ll Meet Again, 
Those Magnificent Men In Their Flying Machine, various James Bond theme tunes and closing 
the evening to the RAF Military March.  The church was packed with many compliments on how 
much everyone enjoyed the event. The retiring collection raised £513 for the Thame Royal British 
Legion. Support was given by the Communications and Events Assistant and Community 
Services Manager. 

 
6. The Town Council asked the community if any local families had any relatives that were prisoners of 

war in Japan or involved with the War in the Far East.  To date there have been 7 families that have 
provided photos, memories and paper clippings.  A display was put in the Church during the concert 
and will be present at the Thame War Memorial on Friday 15 August 2025.  The Communications and 
Events Assistant will prepare a special e-newsletter edition to circulate that week with an electronic 
copy to be saved for the families who kindly participated.   

7. On Friday 15 August 2025 at 11am a commemorative wreath laying will take place at the Memorial 
Gardens for the VJ Day 80th Anniversary.  
 

Resource Appraisal 
 

8.   Budget - VE 80th Day (within the underspend from Remembrance 2024/25): £1,150 
Expenditure:                                                                                                      £1,126 
 

Legal Powers:   

• Local Government Act 1972, s.145, Localism Act 2011, ss. 1-8 

 
Action    

i) To note this report.   


