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Bringing empty homes into use  

Property owners are being offered support to bring empty homes back into use, to help 
meet local housing needs.  

Financial assistance towards refurbishing properties where eligible, rent in advance and help 
with finding a tenant are just some of the support options available to empty homeowners 
from SODC.  

Property owners could also benefit from reduced VAT for works on empty homes - if the 
owner is paying the Long-Term Empty Property Premium tax (payable if a property has been 
empty for more than two years).  

The council team can talk property owners through the various benefits and options 
available for preparing a property for renting out or selling.  

An estimated 549 properties in South Oxfordshire are currently empty, but could once more 
become a home for those who need it most.  

Some of these homes are unoccupied for a good reason – such as undergoing major 
refurbishment or awaiting sale. This initiative will target those properties that may need 
some extra help in being brought back into use.  

Members of the public can also play a part in bringing empty homes back into use by 
reporting empty properties to the councils.  

You can report an empty home on the council website southoxon.gov.uk/empty-homes  

 

Market House Refurbishment 

The project started on 9th February and will take around 6 months to complete. The window 
frames of the listed building will be replaced and the old toilets will be completely replaced. 

SODC will provide more detailed information boards to explain what is happening and 
improve the signage to the Cattle Market public toilets. 

 

LIDL Leaflet 

LIDL have delivered a leaflet in Thame & Haddenham. People should respond directly to LIDL 
with any comments.  

It is not part of any SODC consultation & it is up to LIDL to submit a planning application with 
detailed proposals in due course. 

 

 


