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Recycling 

For the 11th year in a row, residents in Oxfordshire are the best in England for recycling, 

reusing and composting, according to the latest government figures. OCC have again been 

named the top performing county council waste disposal authority. 

Devolution and Government Reorganisation 

On 16 December 2024, the government published a white paper on a national programme 

of devolution and reform to local government. The county council’s cabinet responded by 

requesting that the county is fast-tracked for local government reorganisation while 

continuing to work with partners on a future mayoral strategic authority.  

In a letter sent to Local Government Minister, Jim McMahon, Councillor Liz Leffman, Leader 

of Oxfordshire County Council, said that a single county unitary for Oxfordshire “is the best 

interests of all our residents and aligns with the government’s ambitions for local 

government as expressed in the white paper. 

“Our proposal does not split up high risk services such as social care and education, nor does 

it separate Oxfordshire’s communities, businesses and institutions from one another. 

“Approximately 85 per cent of services in Oxfordshire are already provided on a countywide 

basis by the county council. This includes adult and children’s social care, some education 

services, public health, fire and rescue, libraries and museums, roads and transport, trading 

standards, waste disposal and recycling, economic growth and climate adaptation. 

School Places 

More than nine out of ten Oxfordshire children with applications to start reception year in 

primary schools across the county have been offered a place at their first choice for the next 

school year.   

Local Elections 

Elections will go ahead this Thursday but the boundaries will change – from May you will 

have 1 County Councillor for Thame and another for Thame West. 

The Oxfordshire all-age autism strategy 2025 – 2030 

OCC have worked with a wide range of partners and stakeholders to develop an all-

age autism strategy for Oxfordshire. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/english-devolution-white-paper-power-and-partnership-foundations-for-growth/english-devolution-white-paper
https://news.oxfordshire.gov.uk/local-government-future/


 

This strategy aims to address the diverse needs of autistic people and their families 

living in the county, ensuring they have access to necessary resources and where 

required services and opportunities to lead fulfilling lives 

OCC are now asking for feedback on the draft strategy and want to hear your views 

on the overall strategy, its vision and its themes. 

Oxfordshire Rights of Way Improvement Plan (RoWIP) 

Oxfordshire’s Rights of Way Improvement Plan (RoWIP) is a key strategic document 

which Oxfordshire County Council as highway authority is required by law to have in place. It 

sets out how the council can work with others to try and make sure the public rights of way 

network meets the needs of the public, now and in the future. More information on ROWIPs 

can be found at Government guidance on improvement plans(External link). 

This is the first consultation of two that are necessary to produce the third RoWIP for 

Oxfordshire. This is the initial review stage and the views of land managers, local councils 

and other stakeholders are being sought alongside members of the public, and, taken 

together, will help officers to write a meaningful and deliverable plan. 

Please see the survey here 

Councillor Priority Fund 

The Councillor Priority Fund is now closed and work is being done to process the 

applications but below is an outline of what we have funded in Thame 

 

Project Total 

Cricket Club Solar panels £1,000.00 

New Seat at Cattle Market £481.11 

Players Theatre £2,000.00 

Bowls Club £1,000.00 

Youth memorial £2,000.00 

Water Fountain £1,000.00 

Rocker/Seesaw £1,000.00 

Youth Project Tag Laser £1,400.00 

Rackets First Aid Training £1,275.00 

Red kites Phone £1,212.00 

Thame Senior Friendship Centre £1,200.00 

 £13,568.11 

 

https://letstalk.oxfordshire.gov.uk/39999/widgets/118261/documents/81254
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-authority-rights-of-way-improvement-plans
https://letstalk.oxfordshire.gov.uk/rowip


 

**********************GRANTS AND COST OF LIVING************************* 

 

 

Hardship fund: OCC’s hardship fund (Resident Support Scheme) was launched in June. 

Phone: 01865 804171  

 

Home Upgrade Grants: OCC & its partner AgilityEco is reaching out directly to households 

who will qualify to benefit from Home Upgrade Grants (to improve energy efficiency for ‘off-

grid’ homes) 

 

Community Capacity Grants: The Community Capacity Fund will open for grant 

applications from 6th September. Grants of between £5.000 and £20.000 are funded by OCC 

and applications processed by Oxfordshire Community Foundation. Grants are given to 

projects that “support people to live well in their community, remaining fit and healthy for as 

long as possible” 

 

 


