
AGENDA ITEM: 10 

Culture, Leisure & Recreation Committee 

 
Date:     10 September 2013 
 
Title:     Christmas Event 
 
Purpose of the Report:  To provide an outline of the event 
 
Contact Officer:    Lizzie Spokes, Community Project Support Officer 
 
 
Background 
The Christmas Event will be held on Friday 6 December 2013 and will take on a Dickensian theme to 
celebrate the 170th anniversary of A Christmas Carol. The event area will be the same format as last year 
with a road closure of the Upper High Street.  Market Stalls will be situated around the Town Hall, with a 
space set aside for Twinning. 
 
It is hoped, in collaboration with the three primary schools that a Lantern Parade will be undertaken as well 
as joint carol singing accompanied by Thame Concert Band.  
 
Stage events normally involve a celebrity to assist with the switching on of the lights, community carol 
singing, a Christmas blessing and a performance by a local band followed by fireworks. 
 
Thame Players will be invited to participate in the event by dressing in character and performing ad-lib 
around the town.  It is hoped that they will also be able to provide a number of costumes for use by 
stallholders and shop owners, as well as the photo booth. 
 
Working with the Mayor’s official photographer, Frank Millar, one of the features of the event will be ‘Millar’s 
Magical Image-making Machine’ – a photo booth providing mock-Victorian photographs for visitors to 
purchase. 
  
Shops will be invited to take part in a Dickensian-themed window-dressing competition which will be judged 
by the Mayor on the afternoon of the event. Shop owners will be encouraged to wear traditional costume 
and stay open late. All businesses will be given the opportunity to participate in the event through a stall 
allocation on the street market. 
 
Depending on the amount of sponsorship raised investigations are ongoing to find a traditional Victorian 
carousel. 
 
Risk Assessment 
Significant risks are addressed by a Risk Assessment attached to this report. 
 
Resource Appraisal 
A planned for budget for the event is £1500. Extra revenue is hoped to be obtained from market stalls and 
event sponsorship. 
 
Legal Powers 
The Local Government Act 1972 s145, power to provide entertainment and s144, to attract tourists and 
visitors. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
The Committee is recommended: 
 

i) To note the report. 


