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Full Council              
 
Date:     17 January 2017 
  
Title:  Southern Road Recreation Ground - Car Park Lighting 
 
Contact Officer:    Graham Hunt, Town Clerk 
 
Purpose of the Report 
 
1. To agree the mechanics of a short term solution to lighting of the Southern Road Recreation 

Ground car park. 
 
Background 
 
2. Following the receipt of a petition, Council resolved in June 2013 that the installation of lighting in 

the car park at Southern Road be added to the Council's work schedule. 
 

3. The requirement was added to the Southern Road Recreation Ground Management Plan at its 
review in October 2013.  It was subsequently included in the ratified Infrastructure Delivery Plan / 
Capital Projects List in February 2016.  

 
4. Thame and District Housing Association (TDHA) approached the Town Council in early 2015 with a 

proposal to adapt Southern Road Recreation facilities to cater for Army and Air Cadet usage.  This 
was agreed subject to inclusion of a solution to the car park lighting requirement.  TDHA ultimately 
withdrew their proposal in November 2016. 

 
5. In the meantime, s106 negotiations relating to Site F included provision for lighting and increased 

security measures at Southern Road Recreation Ground.  SODC reported receipt of £16,362.67 on 
23 December 2016. 

 
6. On 19 December 2016, the original petitioner sought an update on progress, which was provided. 

 
7. On 4 January 2017 a meeting was held between the Town Clerk and two Thame residents / 

mothers of children who use the Scout Hut for multiple activities in the week.  They were seeking a 
rapid solution to what had been a long defined problem. 

 
Proposal 
 
8. To implement a quick and simple solution in the short term, possibly via industrial level sensor flood 

lighting installed on or close to the existing changing rooms. 
 

9. The two Thame residents have offered to establish (if possible) some kind of lighting consultant 
investigation into a fuller and longer term solution (which would use outcomes from the quick and 
simple short term solution and s106 funding). 

 
10. Longer term investigations to continue (e.g. based on lighting provided in Elms Park) and / or other 

options, using information gleaned from the success or otherwise of the short term solution. 
 
Risk Assessment  
 
11. The car park is very dark on moonless / cloudy nights, while still often at capacity, providing for 

users of the both the Scout and Guide facilities.  The proposed short term solution will only reduce 
safety risk, by providing more light than exists at present. 
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12. It is recognized that the proposed short term solution will be subject to vandalism – but more likely 

in the longer spring / summer / autumn evenings, rather than now.  It is proposed that replacement 
as required is included in any allocated funding – until funding is exhausted. 

 
Resource Appraisal 
 
13. There has been no time for full cost analysis, but importance is such that authorisation is sought for 

the Asset Manager to investigate and implement a short term solution within a maximum budget. 
 
Legal Powers: Localism Act 2011 General Power of Competence s1-8 (or where relevant the more 
specific Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 s9) 
 
Recommendation: 
 
The Council is asked: 
 
i) To delegate responsibility to the Asset Manager to spend up to £5,000 from the Capital 

Receipts Reserve on implementing and maintaining a quick and simple short term 
lighting solution at Southern Road Recreation Ground car park. 
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